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‘When the Road Bends ... Tales of a Gypsy Caravan'

Documentary follows a diverse group of Romani musicians

Thursday, August 30, 2007
By Nate Guidry, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Fanfare Ciocarlia is among the music groups featured in "When the Road Bends ... Tales of a Gypsy Caravan."

"Whenthe RoadBends ... Talesf a GypsyCaravan'not only providesinsightinto the
music of the Romanipeople,it alsohelpsto dispelmanymisconceptiongndprejudices
they haveenduredor centuries.

"It would begreatif by experiencingdhe Romanipeopleandtheir
music, peoplecanlearnmoreaboutthem andunderstandhat
what you'vebelievedaboutthesepeoplehasbeena lie your entire

'When the Road Bends

life," saidJohnnyDepp,who madea camecappearanc the Tag:sof a Gypsy
film. Deppgotto know someof the musiciansafter they wrote aravan

the scoreto his film, "The Man Who Cried." L

Written, producedanddirectedby JasmineDellal, the e Director: Jasmine
documentarybeginsin northernindia beforetaking uson aWorld Dellal.
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Music Institutetour of North Americawith five bandsfrom Rating: Not rated.
Macedonia,ndia, Romaniaand Spain. e Web site: _

gypsycaravanmovie.com
Thefilm is filled with poignant andunny momentsSometimes
you'll wantto cry or burst withlaughter.

Typical Gypsymusicis pure,decontaminatedf any forms of assimilation.

Throughoutthe film you'll hearmusicrangingfrom flamencoto funky brassband,
Romaniarviolin, Indianfolk andraga.

Thedirectorskillfully weavesbehindthe-scenestorieswith live concertsThefilm
highlights performanced®y Macedoniarvocalistand"Queenof the Gypsies"Esma
Redzepovatraditionallndianfolk troupeMaharaja;RomaniarbrassbandFanfareCiocarlia;
Romaniarviolin group Tarafde Haidouks;andthe Antonio el PipaFlamencoEnsemble
from Spain.

We getto know the musicianson planesbusesandbackstagédeforeandafter concerts We
alsogetto travelwith them totheir countriesyvisiting their homesand meetingtheir
families andfriends. Thefilm alsohelpsusto discoverwhat musicbrings totheir lives and
communities.

From Spain,we getto seeAntonio'snewflamencoschoolwhile his auntJuanala raspy
voicedvocalist)talks abouther povertystrickenchildhood ancherhusbandandson's
addictionto drugs.

From Romaniawe meetNicolae,a memberof Tarafde Haidouks.Nicolaewasa proudand
respectednusician.What'smore,he wasevenhappierto be ableto support higamily and
the communitywith the earningsof his violin andvoice.

From India, there'sHarish,a young marwho turnedto danceto feedhis family afterthe
deathof his parentsHe'sa spectaculadancerand his demonstratiorof Rajasthanknee
danceis somethingo behold.

"Gypsy Caravan'is a journeyinto the world, languagetradition and music of the Romani
people,andwell worth thetrip.

It opens Friday at the Regent Square Theater.

First published on August 30, 2007 at 12:00 am

Nate Guidry can be reached at nguidry@post-gazette.com or 412-263-3865.
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