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Scheduledor theatricalreleasan June(NYC, the 15th;Los Angeleghe
29th), OGypsyCaravanWhenthe RoadBendsGs a film that isvery
muchin the mold of OBuen&/ista Social Club@ndjust aslikeable. It
alsoevokesthe 1993 OLatch®romQ(OsafgourneyO)anothergreatfilm
aboutRomamusic.

It documentsa six-weektourin 2001 by somef the greatesRoma
musiciansn the world, who areseenperforming,socializingwith each
otherin hotelsandon thebus,andparticipatingin village life back
home.lt is directedby JasminéDellal, who directedOAmericarGypsy: a
Strangerin EverybodyOsandCor PBSin 2001, andilmed by Albert
Maysles the legendarydirectorof OGimmeShelter,@ recordof a
Rolling Stonegour, andotherworks.

Thetourwasorganizedby theWorld Music Institute(WMI), a New York-basednonprofitwhoseconcertd havereviewedin
the pastandwho | havecontributedmoneyto. Given New YorkOselentlessdrive toward high-rise yuppiehell, theWMI is
one of theremainingculturalartifactsthat makdife livable here.Furthermorethe culture of the Romapeopleis aboutasat
oddswith the profit-drivenworld of realestateandbankingascanbe imagined.Besidegheir culturallegacyof someof the
worldOgjreatestnusic, theseunfairly malignedpeoplescanteachus abouthow to live betterlives. MacedoniarEsma
Rezepovapneof the tourOstarringperformersput it this way: OTheRomahavenevermadewar or invadedanother
country.O

Esma

| wasfortunateenoughto attendthe GypsyCaravanconcertin New York backin 2001 andvassimply bowledoverby Esma,
who | would regardasone of the greatfemalepopularsingersof the 20th centuryalongwith Oum Kulthoum Although| own
her CDOsnothingcancompareto seeingherin concert.Thefilm, however,doesbring you closerto that experience.
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Her bestknown single O!aje "ukarijeQis the featuresongon the2006 Boraimovie soundtrackwhich sheclaimswasused
without her permission.You canlistento it here Along with fellow RomamusiciandNaatVeliov and Ko#aniOrkestar whose
musicwasalsousedwithout permissionsheis planning ar800,000 eur@$1,000,000)awsuit againstthe producersof the
film.

This leadsmeto the questionof Romavillage life, which is really at the heartof this wonderfulfilm. As you probablyknow,
SashaBaron Cohenfilmed a RomaniargypsyVvillage, supposedly Borat®smetownn orderto establish hidackwardness,
aswell asthe backwardnessf thevillagers.Sincehe s notidentified asa Roma,but asa citizen of Kazakhstanpne might
wonderhow muchdamagevasdoneto their reputationlt is difficult to say.

But if SashaBaronCohencouldfind sometime in his busycareerto look at the deepereality of Romalife, he would be
well-advisedto seeOGypsyCaravan@or an objectlesson inhow life shouldbe lived.

Thefilm takesusto thevillage of the membersof Taraf De Haidouks(Obanaf brigandsO)yho areled by patriarchNicolae
Neascuandwho died duringthetour. His funeralis partof the film andis truly heartrending.Although his recordingsand
tour madeNeascua wealthyman,he choseto live modestlyandgavemostof his moneyto thevillagers.During aninterview,
Neascurelatesa Romastory abouthe fatesaskingwhetherone prefersa good life duringyouth anda hardlife in old age,or
vice versa.He chosethe latter. All in all, with his affable seniorcitizen charm,NicolaeNeascucomesacrossassecondcousin
to the musiciangn OBuenista Social Club.O

Taraf De Haidouks the late NicolaeNeascuo the left

OGypsyCaravan@lsofeaturesMaharaja/ndian Romamusicians, whdlendArabic, Sufi tranceand otherstyleswith the
music of their native RajasthanThe otherfeaturedgroupsare FanfareCiocarlia,an 11 manbrassbhandfrom the Romanian
Moldavianborder,and the Antonio PipaFlamencoEnsemble.

Thefilm is dedicatedo Decadeof Romalnclusion20052015 aninitiative of 8 governmentghe UN, GeorgeSorosandthe
World Bankwhich is intendedto fight povertyanddiscrimination,aswell asimprove educationemploymenthealthand
housing.

As it turns out,] sawandreviewedJasmineDellalO£001 PBSdocumentaryOAmericarGypsyOlt is worth repeatingmy
openingparagraphs:

Last night PBSFrontline aired OAmericarGypsyOa documentaryhat madea brief appearancen NYCtheaterslast year. It
featuresJimmyMarks,a Spokandasedusedcar dealer,whowasthefirst Romin the United Stateseverto challengethe
racismof the dominantsociety,in his specificcasean illegal cop raid on hishome.

As PBSendsto repeatshows,myadviceis to look for it. Thisfilm is a fascinatingintroductioninto a world thattries to exist

outsideof theworld of the OgadjoCor nonRoma.Theyfear that assimilationwill destroythe uniqueRomaculture. These
sorts of fears wouldremindus of anotherOunassimilated@roup, the OrthodoxJew,whotries to co-existas economicactors
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in gentilesociety ,while preservingtheir own customsand beliefsnsidetheir community.

Althoughl doubtif sucha historyhaseverbeenwritten, a Marxistaccountof the Romapeoplewould accountfor themin
termsof what AbramLeon calledthe OpeopleclassGn OThelewishQuestion.(rhe Jewsaccordingto Leon, Oconstitute
historically a socialgroup with a specificeconomidunction.Theyare a class, omorepreciselya peopleclass.OThat
economicfunctionis tradesmanThe Jewfrom the daysof the Babylonianexile, havefunctionedas tradesmenTheir location
in the Mid-Eastfacilitated commercialexchangebetweerEuropeand Asia.As longasthe Jewservedn this economic
capacity,thereligiousand nationalidentity servedto supporthis economidunction.

As a peopleclass Jewsre ableto maintaintheir ethnicidentityno matterwhat countrytheylive in. The samehingis true of
the Romawho emigratedwestwardfrom India abouta thousandsearsago. Unlikethe Jews,their economidunctionwasnot
relatedto tradebut to handicraftswhich could be pickedup and movedt the drop of a hat. Thisincludedhorsetrading and
repairing potsand pansin moderntimesthesecrafts haveevolvednto auto dealing, JimmyarksOgrofessionand auto
body repair. Also,Romasare someof the worldOgreatestmusicians whdavemadetheir markon flamencojazzand Eastern
Europeanfolk music.(For a greatintroductionto Romamusic,| recommendhe documentaryOLatchoDromOand thefeature
OGadjoDiloO, both by Romadirector Tony Gatlif.)

Accordingto Romascholar lanHancockwhois at the Universityof Texasand ofRomaorigin himself,the Romanyterm
gadjo, or outsider,is relatedto the SanskritOgajjha, Gvhich meansivilian. In the documentaryimmyMarksis shown
playing withhis grand-daughter.As hecountsoff from oneto ten,the narrator and directorJasmineDellal (a British Jew)
notesthat thewordsfor the numbersare the sameastheyare in Sanskrit.

The Marksclan are part of the RomanianGypsiespr Vlax, who migratedin large numbergo the United Statesaroundthe
turn of the centuryand forthe samereasonthat Jewsand othergroupsdid: to flee oppressionThe Vlaxhad beerenslavedn
Romaniafor nearly500 yearsThis fact morethan any otherexplainsthe suspiciousneswith which theyregardthe outside
world. Whenl wasgrowing up inthe CatskillMountainsin the 1950s,my parents wouldften remarkwithout much
prompting,OYowanOtrust the goyim.O Romayho despitebeingmurderedin equalnumbersby the Nazis,haveneverbeen
giventhe kind of moral or financial reparationsgivento the Jews.Theyare still despisedand persecuted.

OGyps\Caravan@ebsite

Esmawebsite

A videoof TarafDe Haidouksin performance

A video of Fanfare Ciocarlia

Antonio PipaWebsite

3 Comments »
1. | wasvery interestedn the excerptyou postedaboutlran on theBrink, thanks Wonderingif youOveeenthis:
http://www.marxist.com/irathard disk-socialism150605.htm

Commenby PoulodN May 3, 2007 @11:40 pm

2. Slight correction:thevillage in BoratwasRomanianput not gypsy,although thersomegypsies int. (Source:my
RomaniarSerbiangirlfriend.)

Also, the Otranslationsi® Boratof what villagerswere sayingwasinaccurateBoratO©®wife@nd otherswere saying
things a lot worsethanwhat wasshownat the bottomof the screen!

Commenby Binh N May 10, 2007 @4:17 pm

3. OTheMarksclanarepartof the RomanianGypsiesor Vlax, who migratedin largenumbersto the United Statesaround
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the turn of the centuryandfor the samereasorthat Jewsand othergroupsdid: to flee oppressionThe Vlax hadbeen
enslavedn Romaniafor nearly500 years.O

Well, it may be interestinganothempoint of view, from a Romaniarthis time (not Gypsy):http://right
behind.blogspot.com/2007/07/romanisarsd gypsiestwo-worlds-apart.html

ORomawho despitebeingmurderedn equalnumbersby theNazis,haveneverbeengiventhe kind of moralor
financialreparationgyivento the Jews.Theyarestill despisecandpersecuted.O

At leastthey madea lot of moneyin OBorat@). It lookslike WesternEuropeensireveeeerygenerous! readhere-
http://legalsoapbox.freeadvice.com/n37190_Romanian_Gypsy_Village_Outraged_By_Borat, Threatens_To_File
- that theyOuieeenpaid $3 to$5 toperformin thefilm. Lots of money!;)))

Christian

Commenby Christian N July 9, 2007 @2:00 pm

RSSfeedfor commenton thispost.TrackBackURI

Leave a comment

Ari Name(required)
arimoore@gmail.com Mail (will notbe published)required)
http://arimoore.com Website

/_Submit Comment \

e Pages
o About LouisProyect

« Blogroll

(no)nonsense
Ad Hoc

All_outfor thefight
Amerikanbeat

Analog Soul
ApostateWindbag

Atif _Shaikh

Auntie Vulgar
Blogging the Middle East
CanadianObserver

Cedarlounge

O 0O 0O OO OO OO0 OO0

http://louisproyect.wordpress.com/2007/05/03/gypsy-caravan/ Page 4 of 8



Gypsy Caravan « Louis Proyect: The Unrepentant Marxist

O 0O 0O 0OOO OO 0 OO 0O O O 0O 0O 0O 0O 0O 0O 0 O O 0O OO OO O0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OOoOO0OO0OOOoOO0OO0OO0OO0OO0 OO0 0 O0

Cerebralletsam
Charlie Marks
CheapMotels anda Hotplate(Michael Yates)

Climateand Capitalism
colin.maiasaur.ugJ. of Texasstudent)
CommonSenseCommentator
Cultural ParodyCenter
Democraticl eft Infoasis
DennisPerrin

Ecosocialism

Ellis Sharp
EngagedSpectator
Fred Edwards

Fred Murphy

Fruits of Our Labour
GenerativeTransformation
Gimp Chronicles
Greeklish.org
Guerrillasin the Matrix
HarlequinKnights
Historical Materialism
JoshuaFrank

Ken MclLeod: Early Daysof a Better Nation

Keywords
Lars Henrik Carlskov

Latin AmericanNewsReview
Lazy Lafargue

Le ColonelChabert

Left in EastDakota
Lenin'sTomb

Les carnetsDZdalus

Martin Wisse

Matt Malin

Maxwell Clark

Onthe Left Side...

PaulLyon
Paulitics

Progressivesold
RandomScribbler

Readingthe Maps
RedGeek

Renegadd=ye

Resolute Reader
Salem, Oregosocialists
Sangh Samachar
SaswatPattanayak
Savagelustice
SketchyThoughts
SocialistUnity
SouthpawPunch
SplinteredSunrise
StanGoff: FeralScholar

StephenGowans
SteveMacek

SupportandBelieve

http://louisproyect.wordpress.com/2007/05/03/gypsy-caravan/

09/19/2007 09:13 AM

Page 5 of 8



Gypsy Caravan « Louis Proyect: The Unrepentant Marxist

0O 0 0O O OO0 0O 00 0 o0 o0

TEG Casper
The KefahuchiTract

The Rowdy Theologian
Think Socialist

Throughthe ScaryDoor
Transdada

TraprockPeaceBlog
UnaVoce

Undertow
UnrepentanCommunist
Who Links to Me
WordPress.com
WordPress.org

o Other Links

o

o HealthMongers:public healthstudents

o

CommonSenseCommentator

Swans

e Categories:

o

0O 0O 0O OO OO OO OO 0O 0O O O O 0O O O0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0ODO0OO0OO0OO0O O0OO0OO0 O0O0

Academia
Africa
africanramerican
animalrights
antiwar

art

autonomism
bardcollege
China

comedy
commercialism
cruisemissileleft
cuba

Ecology
economics
Education
farming

Fascism

Film

Gay
healthandfitness
immigration
imperialism/globalization

Jewishquestion

journalism
Latin America

literature
media

http://louisproyect.wordpress.com/2007/05/03/gypsy-caravan/

09/19/2007 09:13 AM

Page 6 of 8



Gypsy Caravan « Louis Proyect: The Unrepentant Marxist

0O 0O 0O O0OOO OO OO 0O 0 O 0O 0O 0 0 o0 o0 o0o0

o

middle east

music
parliamentarycretinism
racism

real estate

religion

repression

revolutionaryorganizing
Roma

science
sectarianism
socialism
statecapitalism
swans
television

third parties
transitiondebate
Turkey

Uncateqgorized
ussr

Venezuela
workers
zionism

e Search:

I'T Search \1

e Archives:

o

0O 0O 0O O OO OO 00O OO 0O O O 0O 0O O O O0O OO O0O O0O O0OO0O0

Septembel007
Augqust2007
July 2007
June2007

May 2007

April 2007
March 2007
February2007
January?007
Decembe2006
November2006
October2006

SeptembeR006
Augqust2006
July 2006
June2006

May 2006

April 2006
March 2006
February?006
January?006
Decembe2005
November2005
October2005
SeptembeR005
August2005
July 2005

http://louisproyect.wordpress.com/2007/05/03/gypsy-caravan/

09/19/2007 09:13 AM

Page 7 of 8



Gypsy Caravan « Louis Proyect: The Unrepentant Marxist

0O 0O 0O O OO OO 0 0 OO0

o

¢ Meta:

[¢]

O 0 0 0 ©o

June2005

May 2005

April 2005
March 2005
February?005
January?005
Decembe2004
November2004
October2004

SeptembeR004
August2004
July 2004

Login

RSS
CommentdRSS
Valid XHTML
XEN
WordPress.com

Blog at WordPress.com

-

http://louisproyect.wordpress.com/2007/05/03/gypsy-caravan/

09/19/2007 09:13 AM

Page 8 of 8



