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Beautiful music wanders around in 'Gypsy
Caravan'

BY DANA KOPP FRANKLIN
Staff Writer

You don'tneedJohnnyDeppto tell you that Gypsynusicis great.

Deppappearsabouthalfway throughGypsy Caravan, a documentanabouta U.S. concert
tour that united fiveGypsybandsfrom four countries. -

enlarge &
Members of the group Fanfare Ciocarlia hit the road in Gypsy

Caravan. (SHADOW DISTRIBUTION)

Gypsies,or the Romanipeopleastheyare
moreaccuratelycalled, migratedfrom

ADVERTISEMENT

'GYPSY CARAVAN'

NOW PLAYING: Belcourt

northernindia centuriesagoandlandedin

RATED: No MPAA rating. In various languages

with English subtitles.

many different countries bringing alonga

1 hour, 51 min.

STAR RATING: 3" stars

tremendousnusicalculturebut often
beingthe victims of prejudiceor even
murder.(Hitler sentGypsiesto death
campsalongwith Jews.)

Depp,who lovesand

promotesGypsymusicand

is closefriendswith the Romaniarband

Tarafde Haidouks tells usthat thesenen -
arefine musiciansandwonderfulhumanbeingsfar removedrom the stereotypeof
Gypsiesasthievesandcriminals,but who nonethelessive with the weight of bigotry
everyday.

It's a movingmoment,

but strikesa bit of a jarring note,sincewe'vealreadyseenthe beautyof the musicand
someof the storiesof the musicianslives. For example the memberof Tarafde
Haidoukstour to help support theientirevillage, evensecuringelectricity for the town. .
Do theyreally needan endorsemenfrom an Americancelebrity?

NonethelessGypsy
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Caravan is a fascinatingiourneyfull of knockoutmusic.Gypsymusiciansrom India,
Romania,Spainandthe former Yugoslavrepublicof Macedonigperformandarethe
subjectof short profileshy thefilmmakers.

Eachgroupof performerds remarkablydifferent (becaus@f the Gypsydiasporathey
speakdifferentlanguages)but they arealsosimilar, with a passion fomusicand

a history of endurancén the faceof povertyand oppressionMost play musicto
survive, but alsobecausét expresseshe soul.

Unforgettablefiguresinclude EsmaRedzepovaalsoknown asthe Queenof the Gypsies
for herimpassioned singingA starin Macedoniaandbeyond,sheseemdo be a divain
the bestsenseof theword, confidentin her own talentand powerasa symbolof Gypsy
culture.She claimghat sheandherhusbandadoptedandraised47 orphanstrainingthem
to be skilled musicians. Thatmusthavebeensomehousehold.

Thenthere'sJuanda del Pipaof Spain,who belongs
to the Antonio El Pipaflamencoensemblavith her nephewAntonio. Juana'gravelly but
soaringvoice acheswith feeling.

Particularlymemorablds HarishKumar,a memberof the troupeMaharajafrom India.
Harishwasa studentuntil his parentsdied,and now he supportshis siblingsasa dancer
of remarkableathleticism,shimmering

andswirling in traditionalfemalegarb.

Director JasmineDellal hasn'texactly produceda seamlessccountof her subject.She's
stingy with backgroundand context,nevergiving any sort oftime framefor thefootage,
andthoughthe movie isless thartwo hours,it sometimedags.

LegendarydocumentarynanAlbert Mayslesfilmed someof the scenesbut other
segment®ccasionallylook downrightcheesy.

However,the gorgeousartistry of the subjectanorethanmakesup for a lack of mastery
on thepartof the flmmakers.
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(Hitler sent Gypsies to death camps along with Jews.) The reason that this sentence is in
parentheses is because it has no place in the article.

Posted: Sat Aug 11, 2007 2:19 pm
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