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A musical journey tells the story of the world's gypsies

Documentary follows five Roma musical groups on a tour of North America, showing the full range of
their culture

Jay Stone, CanWest News Service

PublishedFriday,July 27, 2007
GYPSY CARAVAN
Directedandwritten by: JasmineDellal
ParentalAdvisory: Noproblems
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Runningtime: 111 minutes

Rating:3 1/2

In 2001, agroupof five Romamusicalgroups-- that'sGypsiesto mostof us-- touredAmerica, bringing with
them theusualGypsymusic.You know: raucouskomaniarbrassbandswith their nasalklezmerbeatsa
flamencoensembldrom Spain,a groupof Indianmusicianghat includeda crossdressingdancemwho is one
of only two peoplein theworld to do themadly spinning’kneedance,"andlast,and possiblymost,Esma
Redzepovathe Queenof the Gypsiesandthe pride of Macedonia- or atleastthe Romapartof it.

GypsyCaravans a documentaryilm madeof that tour,andoneof its aimsis to showNorth Americansthe
full reachof the concept'gypsy"” (a namegiven by anoutsider,or gadjo,to the peoplewho originatedin India
andwenton al,000yearvoyagethat turnedut to be to nowherein particular).Fromthe rajamusicof India
to the strident guitar®f Spain,GypsyCaravans not so mucha full -fledgedmovie asa samplemackageof
Romasounds.

And that isoneof its problems: directodasmineDellal movesher camerafrom the North Americanstageso
the homecountriesof the performerswith an abandorthat keepgutting us off from musicthat isboth
plaintive andjoyful, anddeservedo be heardin a singlegulp, asit were.

Thereasorfor the sidetrips is that partof whatthe movie istrying to do isto educateus aboutthe Roma
people,who havesuffereda long history of discrimination.GypsyCaravandoesthis by humanizinghe
performersandtelling their stories:in the caseof NicolaeNeacsuof the Romaniargroup Tarafde Haidouks,
for instancethis meansshowingus how he supportshis whole family by playing theviolin, while atthe same
time keepinga constantyeout for attractivewomen.

It's worth pointing out that Neacstus 78 yearld anddoesnot appeatto havea toothin his head."I'm going
to build a swimmingpool like JohnnyDepp,"he announcesandwith somegood reasonthe actorshareda
dressingroomwith Tarafduringthefilming of the movie TheMan Who Cried,andhe appearsn Gypsy
Caravanto speakup for"thesebeautifulmen."

The hopscotchingstorytellingaside GypsyCaravarfills the screenwith colourful costumespassionatenusic
and a wide-ranginghistory. We go backto nativevillagesin severalcountriesto meetthe familiesandfriends
of themusicians- manyof them livinghandto mouth-- andlive alongwith the agoniesaswe discover for
instance that theRomaniarviolin playerCailu mustfinancethe marriageof his sonto a 13-yearold girl to
protectthe honourof both families. His reminiscenceaboutthe tragedyof anotherchild - "Shediedin an
accident,"he says."Boiling water" -- is unsettling,to saytheleast.

But asthey usedto sayin the old Hollywood films, "We are Gypsies We dance,"andthe movie finds its
fullest expressiomf the culturein the musicit creates.

If there'sa star,it's Redzepovahe Macedoniarwomanwho raised47 children,all of them adoptedandsays
with no little pride,"l neverassimilatedor anyone."

Her voiceis raw andfilled with yearning:.whenshesings,you hearechoesf the BuenaVista Social Club,
anothergroupof musiciansvho hadto fight pastpovertyandobscurityto find their properplacein our
estimation.lt alsohelpedthat theygot a bettermovie.
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