Gypsy Caravan
' —Whenthe
'Road Bends

Dir Jasmine Dellal US/Neth (nc)
110 mins, ICA

E d(xument'iry nft e 9001
c;eil out tour of the USundertaken by a
pecially convoked five-nation group of
Gypsy musicians offers some
ndividually vibrant performances and

utis somewhat let down by alack of
irectorial intuition and dull or clumsy
editing. The great Albert Mayslesis
credited among 11 cinematographers, a

¢ lack of visual coherence, rhythmand
roper colour balance. Likewise, its
nsights into thehistory of the Romany

¢ diaspora, however sympathetic, seem

i cursory. Still, you can't keepa good band
i down,and famous namessuchas

: Romania’s Taraf de Haidouks,

i Macedonia’s ‘official queen of the

: Gypsies' Esma Redzepova, Andalucia’s

: Antonio El Pipaand Rajastan’s Maharaja :

nteresting ‘hack-home’interview footage

: plenitude thatmay help explain the film's

: notonly blow upastormorcryariverbut : .

i givefoot-stomping evidence of the
: diversity and connectedness of the vital

Roma musical tradition. Wally Hammond
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