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Movie Review

On the road with Gypsies, dispelling stereotypes
By John Hartl
Special to The Seattle Times

Jasmine Dellal's enjoyable if repetitive documentary, "Gypsy

Caravan," follows several different Gypsy musical groups as

they appear on a sold-out, six-week American tour.

It's a melting-pot road movie, celebrating the styles of

musicians from Macedonia, India, Spain and Romania. It also

acknowledges the lethal prejudices that wiped out many of

their relatives during the Holocaust — and continue to haunt

them even when they visit 21st-century California, where

they're called "scary."

Persecution has made them defensive, proud and disciplined, and tied to each other in sometimes

surprising ways. As they become tourists in America, moving from the Staten Island Ferry to Niagara

Falls to Miami to the West Coast, they try to define what makes their music distinctive.

"Rhythm, language, but most of all feeling" is about as good as it gets for an explanation. There's a

debate about whether Romanian music is best; a claim that flamenco is Gypsy music; and a declaration

that "music is God's greatest creation." Of course, a good performance is worth a thousand attempts to

summarize it, and plenty of those are captured here.

Among the standouts are the Macedonian diva Esma Redzepova (otherwise known as "the queen of

the Gypsies") and the cross-dressing, whirling-

dervish Indian dancer Harish Kumar. If there's an overriding flaw in the film, it's that Dellal cuts away

too quickly from these flamboyant scene-stealers.

The movie could have used more of their music, less backstage talk (some of it redundant), though

frequent cutaways to scenes at the musicians' villages, where they play for weddings and funerals, are

more than welcome.

The Romanian band Taraf de Haidouks counts among its fans Johnny Depp, who appears briefly in the

film and worries that most Americans believe Gypsy clichés. It's estimated that there are 10 million

Roma, or Gypsies, around the world; Dellal's film can't help demonstrating that stereotypes are useless.

Photographed partly by documentary veteran Albert Maysles ("Gimme Shelter"), "Gypsy Caravan" has

been compared with Tony Gatlif's 1993 film "Latcho Drom," which took a dreamier approach to Gypsy

culture. This one's more down-to-earth, but it's just as entertaining.

John Hartl: johnhartl@yahoo.com

Enter to win
Sell your car

Search new & used cars
Top fuel-efficient vehicles

NWautos New Car Giveaway
Enter to win a two-year lease on a 2007 Ford Mustang.
Sell your car now - NWautos listings only $2.50.

Brad Pitt, Steve Bing Plan New 150-Home Community in

The Seattle Times Company NWjobs | NWautos | NWhomes | NWapartments | NWsource | Classifieds | seattletimes.com

Marketplace

More Entertainment

Home Local Nation/World Business/Tech Sports Entertainment Living Travel/Outdoors Opinion Jobs Autos Rentals Real Estate NWsource



09/27/2007 01:36 PMEntertainment | On the road with Gypsies, dispelling stereotypes | Seattle Times Newspaper

Page 2 of 2http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/entertainment/2003797030_gypsy20.html?syndication=rss

News

Home
Local
Nation/World
Business/Tech
Entertainment
Living
Travel/Outdoors
Real Estate
Sports
Opinion

Marketplace

Jobs
Autos
Homes
Rentals
Classifieds
Shopping
NWsource
Personals
Post an ad

Search seattletimes.com

Services

Contact us
webmaster@seattletimes.com
Submit listings
Send us news tips
Newspapers in Education

Advanced search

The Seattle Times Company

About the company
Employment opportunities
Seattle Times store
Advertise with us

Subscriber services

Home delivery
Manage your account

Membership

E-mail newsletters
Sign up
Already registered? Log in

Other editions

News by e-mail
Wireless services
RSS feeds
e-Edition
Low-graphic

More entertainment headlines...

John Hartl: johnhartl@yahoo.com

Copyright © 2007 The Seattle Times Company

 E-mail article  Print view

New Orleans' Lower Ninth Ward

Does "Grey's Anatomy" capture Seattle's essence?

Interview | Filmmaker Robert Benton: A lifetime hunger for
movies

'Cavemen,' ABC sitcom based on TV insurance
commercials, undergoes pre-debut evolution

Elton John confirms ownership of Nan Goldin photo seized
by police from British gallery

Cabaret review | "Andrea Sings Astaire"

Updated at 10:28 AM

Bono praises Myanmar protesters

Clinton Global Initiative hears pledges

McCartney joins Liverpool's culture year

Jury selection begins in Diana inquest

`Good day' for Heche in custody feud

Beckham's father suffers heart attack

Reba McEntire's `Duets' debuts at No. 1

Yoko to unveil light tower for Lennon

Police: Coppola's office hit by thieves

Subdued virtual world for Japan

More from the AP 

. 1 Man gets I-5 speeding ticket, loses a quarter-million
dollars

. 2 License suspended for Seattle chiropractor accused
of having sexual relations with patients

. 3 Fridge wars: Thievery and throwaways leave bad
taste in the workplace

. 4 Kent woman killed in motorcycle crash

. 5 M's Wrap-Up | Part Two: Do Bavasi, McLaren keep
jobs?

. 6 Police seek Maple Valley woman missing for a week

. 7 Does "Grey's Anatomy" capture Seattle's essence?

. 8 Report: Saddam was open to exile before invasion

. 9 EU says U.S. aid to Boeing cost Airbus $27 billion

. 10 Reporter's journal | Jerry Brewer on covering Gloria
Strauss

Site map

Privacy statement  | Terms of service
Copyright © 2007 The Seattle Times Company

 

AP entertainment wire


