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Theserecordingsoffer a good introductiorto Balkan Gypsymusicand
to the Westernactsthat havewovenit into their own sound.

The Rough Guide to the Music of Balkan Gypsies
(World Music Network)

If you'rejust beginning aBalkanodysseythis CD will provideyou with
an essentiabverview.The RoughGuide'seditorsdefinethe Balkansas
stretchingfrom the Pindusmountainsn Greeceto the Carpathiansn
Romania.Themyriad gemson thisdiscincludethe herky-jerky
electronicameetsursari(a traditionalstyle in which practitionersvere
accompaniedby adancingbear)of the ShukarCollective,leading
Bulgarianaccordionplayerlbro Lolov and Macedoniardiva Esma
Redzepova.

Taraf de Hasdouks'Honourable Brigands, Magic Horsesand Evil
Eye'
(Crammed)

Namedafter the feudaterabrigandCorbeade Hasdouk this enduringly
sprightly combohail from Clejani, a village nearBucharestThis, their
secondalbum, capturethe singulartalentof the nowdeceasediolinist
NicolaeNeacsuWild dancesarejuxtaposedvith an accountof being
imprisoned witha snake.This recordbustsgutsasoftenasit breaks
hearts.

Boban Markovic Orkestar 'Live in Belgrade'
(Piranha)

Sitting still isn't anoptiononcethe full-force funk of this 12-strong
ensemblekicksin. After beingcrownedKing of BalkanJazZfive times
at Serbia'sSGucafestival, Mr. Markovic seemsunstoppabléere,
especiallyduringthe traditionalJewishtuneHavaNeguila.

Kocani Orkestar 'Alone At My Wedding'
(Crammed)

Macedonia'¥Kocani Orkestarventurebeyondthe tacit boundarieof
Balkanbrasson this2002 releaseTheir coresound-- four tubasanda
drummer-- givesspaceto banjo,clarinetanddarbukaaswell assome
arrestingvocal performanceshat couldtransformthe dullestdinner
partyinto a hedonistichoedown.

Fanfare Ciocarlia 'Queensand Kings'
(AsphaltTango)

loan Ilvanceathe clarinetplaying leadewf FanfareCiocarlia,diedin
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ULLUUEIZUVO, dllulls bdlidliidaiesiavejustiicicascul lis pulylialit
tribute. Their trademarkoompahoompahrhythmsareaugmentedy
soundsrepresentindghe breadthof the gypsiesDiasporawithin Europe.
FrenchflamencoguitaristsGitansKaloomeand Bosnia'sTito-eraexile
Ljiljana Butler areamongthe guests, whilghe alboum culminatesvith
Fanfare'sjuirky takeon the1960srock anthem"Born to Be Wild."

Beirut 'Gulag Orkestar'
(4AD)

FreshfacedZachCondonmay hail from New Mexico but this album
underscoresis fascinationwith Centraland EasterrEurope.Confessing
himself boredby electricguitars,he hasmadea valiantattemptto
popularizeinstrumentdargely overlookedby hispeers SoBalkan
flavored hornsvie for your attentionalongsidemandolinsyiolins and
evena ukulele.Bestlistenedto if you imagineyou'reconfinedto an
Albuquerquebedroomwhereyou while awaythe hoursdreamingof the
Danube.

A Hawk and a Hacksaw'The Way the Wind Blows'
(The LeafLabel)
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Don't be fooled by howthe band'sMySpacesite claimsit is nativeto Budapest; like Beirut, it's alfoom New Mexico.
Formedby JeremyBarnes(ex-drummerwith theindie rockgroupNeutralMilk Hotel) andviolinist HeatherTrost,they
partly recordedhis album ina remotepartof Romaniateamingup with local group FanfareCiocarlia.

Their musiccombineghefrolics of Balkanbrassbandswith similarly playful percussionCheckout the trippy standout

track,"God Blessthe Ottoman Empire."

Balkan Beat Box 'Balkan Beat Box'
(JDubRecords)

Israetborn, New York-basedOri Kaplanhasthe rZsumzf a true musicalpolyglot. He hasdrummedin a punk+ock band
andimmersedhimself (asa saxophonist)n the U.S.jazzsceneYet his mostadventurousvork is with this outfit, which
evenappearedvith a Palestiniarrapperwhenplaying JerusalenAs well astheir liberal useof electronicathe groupopt
for an elasticdefinition of the Balkans.Borrowing from suchgenresasgnawa they havedecidedto redrawthe globeso

that theBalkansextendinto North Africa.

--David Cronin
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