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persistenceaysoff asthe musiciangeturnfor anencoreof "Siki, Siki format,
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Baba,"a boisterougunedrivenby cheekybrassandheavydrums.

In Macedoniathis songis guaranteedo induceeuphoriaon weddingreceptiondancefloors. Tonight's
venue,though,is not a Balkanpartytent. It'sa rock club in BrusselscalledLe Botanique.'Siki, Siki
Baba"wasintroducedto Westernearsby theMacedonianGypsybandKocani Orkestar but this group,
which callsitself Beirut, come$rom New Mexico.

The eightpieceband'sfounder,21-yearold ZachCondon,looks everybit the indie+ock frontmanwith
his somberhuedcardiganandjust-out-of-bed hairstyle.But ratherthanbeingobsessewvith guitar
pedals he hasimmersedhimself inthe musicof the former Yugoslaviaeversincehe traveledto Europe
after droppingout of collegea few yearsago.

Mr. Condonis oneof severalperformersn a newgeneratiorof pop musiciansvho arechampioninga
culturethat hadong beenon themarginsof Europearsociety:the Romagypsycommunity.

Now, Gypsymusichasbeenexpandingoeyondthe world-beat
sectionsof musicstoresandreachinga moremainstream
audienceRomamusic,especiallythe kind with its originsin the
Balkancountries hasbeenpoppingup everywherdrom major
movie soundtrackso indierock albumsmadeby Americanand
®* WesternEuropearartiststo trendydiscos inLondon,Paris and
Frankfurt.

G The musichasrecentlybeenfeaturedon thesoundtraclof the
=aune === hit movie "Borat,"in a major productionat the Paris Opera

New York-based Balkan Beat Box updates the  called"Time of the Gypsies"andon albumdy indietock

B e e e e ©'°%¢ @ groupslike Beirut andNew York-basedBalkanBeatBox. It is

alsothe subjectof threerecentdocumentaryilms, including one

still playing incinemasacrossEurope,JasmineDellal's"WhenThe RoadBends:Talesof a Gypsy

Caravan."Themovie follows fiveGypsygroupstouring Europe,Indiaandthe U.S.,andmaydo for

Gypsymusicwhat Wim Wenders1999 film "BuenaVista Social Club"did for Cubanmusic:help give
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it moremainstreanexposure.

The Romapeople,commonlyreferredto asGypsies(a termthat hasbeenusedderogatorilybut is
neverthelesembracedy thecommunity),havelong beenknownfor theimportancetheir culture
placeson music-- andfor the frenzytheir raucousprassdominatedoandshavebeenknownto whip up
in live concertsThemusic'slively styleandupbeatempo arealistinctive.

But while referenceso Gypsymusichaveoccasionallypopped
up in othergenres- thejazzrecordingsof Django Reinhardtin
the 1930sand'40s,for example-- it haslargely beenknownto
listenersoutsideEasterrEuropeonly asa nicheproduct.

While it hasbeenfeaturedin moviesbefore-- especiallythose
of acclaimedBosnianSerbdirectorEmir Kusturica,including
two that wonhim awardsat Cannes1988's"Time of the
Gypsies"and 1995's"Underground™- it hasonly recently

startedpoppingup infilms not specificallyaboutGypsyculture

or history. A scene from "Time of the Gypsies" at Paris's
Bastille Opera

But evenmoresurprising tharthe exposureghe musicis gettingon movie screengr operastagess its
trendineswith a youngergeneratiorof Westernmusicians, especialiy theindie-rock world.

Mr. CondonandBeirut earnedjlowing reviewsandrespectablsalesfor their 2006 album, "Gulag
Orkestar,"which borrowedheavily from Balkanmusic.Hailed by Rolling Stonemagazineasa
"delightfully downtrodderdebut,"it splicedmelancholyieft-field rock with somewhasprightlier
accordionsandbrass.

A A i el AnotherNew Mexico band,A Hawk anda Hacksaw partly recordedts 2006

——album, "TheWay the Wind Blows," in aremoteRomaniarvillage with the
GYPSY CARAVAN GypsybandFanfareCiocarlia.On its newalbum, releasethis summerA
S Hawk anda Hacksawjoins forceswith a Hungarianfolk group,the Hun
HangirEnsemble.

OtherWesterngroupshaveincorporatedhe soundof Romamusic.Balkan
BeatBox, foundedby Israelitborn Ori Kaplan,usesstudiotechnologyto create
a brassandbeatheavyconcoctionthat Mr. Kaplancalls "Mediterraneardance
hall." The British folk big bandBellowheadis steepedn Englishand Celtic
traditions,but its fiddlesflirt with BalkanrinflectedbrassNew York's Gogol
Bordello billsitself as"Gypsy punk."

A poster for the film "Gypsy ) .
Caravan” The Balkanappeals evenmoreapparenin hip concertvenuesandnightclubs,

including Le Divan du Mondein Paris, thelazzCafZin LondonandLa Palma
in Rome.DJshavefoundthat, witha little tweaking,turbo-chargedGypsytracksaresurefirefloor-
fillers. "This is the perfectmusicto partyto,” saysBelgium'spre-eminentspinner,Buscemi (reahame:
Dirk Swartenbroekx)who hasappearedt Club Meirei in Vienna,La Paloma nightcluln Barcelona
and Club Babylonin Istanbul. The music'sfast, thumpingonetwo beatfits easilyinto today'sdance
club mix.
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FrankfurtbasedDJ StefanHantel,betterknown as Shantel,
pioneeredheideaof mixing digital beatswith Balkanhornsand
stringsin the 1990s.He is founderof the popularBucovinaclub
nights, namedfor the regionstraddling theRomanianUkrainian
borderto which he hasstrong familyties."l don'tseethese
soundsasworld music,"Mr. Hantelsays."They arepartof our
daily pop culturelf you lookat the club scenan Frankfurt,
Berlin or Vienna,you'll find that therds nothingalternativeor
left-field aboutthis music.I'm surethat itis goingto havemore
and morecrossoveiappealjust like reggaeandfunk havehad.”

Macedonia's Kocani Orkestar

Recordcompaniesarehopingto takeadvantagef that

crossovelappeal Brusseldabel CrammedDiscs,hometo Tarafde Haedouksthe first Balkan Gypsy
bandto enjoy significantcommercialsuccessn the West,hasreleasedwo "Electric Gypsyland"
compilations,in which Gypsytunesareremixedor reinterpretedy DJsor musiciangrom outsidethe
tradition. This formathasbeenemulatedn Britain, whereFelix Burton,from thetechnepop group
Basementlaxx,and DJ RussJonesput togetherthe "Gypsy Beatsand BalkanBangers'CDs, the latest
of which wasreleasedn July.

Music fanslooking for the genuineGypsysoundmight startwith the soundtracko "Borat," one of last
year'stop box-office successes houghthefilm's main charactepurportedto comefrom Kazakhstan,
the sceneglepictinghis homevillage werefilmed in Romaniaandthe soundtrackfeaturedsuch
prominentRomaactsasFanfareCiocarliaand Stefande la Barbulesti.Liev Schreiber'005 film
"Everythingls Illluminated,"abouta JewishAmericanmansearchingor the womanwho savedhis
grandfatheduringWorld War I, includedmusicfrom Romania'sTarafde Hasdouksand Kocani
Orkestar.

Balkan Gypsymusichasalsocrossedverto the operaticstage featuringin a well-receivedproduction
at the Bastille Operain Paris thispastsummer."Time of the Gypsies"wasdirectedby Mr. Kusturica,in
a musicalrestagingof his film with a scorethat careenetletweeneardrumassaulting rocland
frolicsomeBalkanfolk.

4 Themusic'ssudderpopularityacrossseveralgenresmeansncreasedexposure
.1 for the peoplewho play it all thetime, performerdike BobanMarkovic. Mr.

%1 Markovic is oneof the bestknown musiciangn the genre,andis the perennial
winner of the "besttrumpet"awardat the GucaFestival,the main brassband
contestin his native Serbia His concertsarenotablefor their energy,asthe
bandhe frontswith his son,the Bobanl Marko Markovic Orkestarwhipsup a
stormwith trumpets, tenohornsandtubas.

- Music andfamily life areintertwinedin RomacommunitiesChildren start
The 'Gypsy punk’ band Gogol  playing plasticChinesemadetrumpetsasearlyasthe ageof 3; oncetheyhave
Bordello graduatedo properinstrumentstheir elderswill helpthem learrthe often
complexrhythmsof their tradition.

Mr. Markovic saysWesternerfiavea toughtime graspingthe intricaciesof his work but are
neverthelessaptivatedby thepassion andjuality of Gypsymusicianship:'This is live music,played
from the heartand soulandoftenwith virtuosity," he says.
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